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In the image of Gill

Behind the scenes, «

software mogul Tim Gill is
ambitiously campaigning

to remake American
politics in accord with
homosexual activism.

by John Paulton

ou don't want to get on Tim Gill's
Ybad side. Marilyn Musgrave
could tell a few war stories.
Musgrave, a three-term congress-
woman from Colorado, was a lead
sponsor of the original Federal Marriage
Amendment. Gill, a Denver-based
software tycoon (founder of Quark),
is perhaps the most powerful force for

homosexual
activism in
American politics,
So Musgrave is most definitely on Gill’s
bad side — and even in the often vicious
world of politics, his efforts to get her
booted [rom office have been way over
the top.

When Musgrave ran for re-election in
2004, Gill funded television attack ads
showing a woman portraying Musgrave

— dressed in a pink suit — picking
money from the pockets of soldiers
on a battlefield. Another showed the
same actress stealing a watch off of a
corpse.

And in 2006, Gill and his allies
spent nearly $1.4 million setting up
a bogus pro-life group, Coloradans
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for Life, to attack
Musgrave (who
has a 100 percent
pro-life voting
record). The
goal: Suppress the

turnout of pro-life
voters for Musgrave.
It nearly worked;
Musgrave survived, winning
by less than 3 points. But she
did survive. Most of Gill's targets
can't say the same.

Dozens of conservative

politicians have found

themselves in Gill’s
crosshairs — and out of
office as a result. Between
his efforts and those he’s
recruited, he’s helped produce
Democratic majorities in state
legislatures in places like Oregon,

Colorado, lowa and New Hampshire.

Political veterans are marveling at his
impact.

“I have never seen in Colorado
politics in the 30-some odd years
where I've been active ... any individual
involved to the degree that Tim Gill is,”
Republican political consultant Katy

Atkinson told the Rocky Mountain

News. “Should he choose to, he can

shape any part of Colorado public
policy he wants to.”

Now, he has taken his strategies o

nationwide, and pro-family forces
have a fight on their hands.

Here comes the money

Gill doesn' fit the image of a political
firebrand. A self-described introvert
who rarely speaks publicly, he shuns
the media spotlight. His grandparents
on both sides were Colorado farmers —
hardly a predictor that the young Gill
would someday become what a leading
gay publication, Out Magazine, would
describe as the fourth most powerful
homosexual in America.

Born in Indiana, the 54-year old
Gill grew up in the Denver suburb
of Lakewood. He ventured into
homosexual activism at a young age:
After enrolling at the University of

Colorado at Boulder in the early 1970s,
he joined the speaker’s bureau of the
campus gay-advocacy group.

But he spent most of his energies
on two other passions: computer
technology and making money. An
early job with a computer startup fueled
a desire to run his own company, and
after getting a $2,000 loan from his
parents, he launched the software
company Quark.

Eleven years later, in 1992, Gill
began to refocus on the gay activism
of his college days. By that time,
Quark had become a major national
and international firm, having hit the

jackpot with its publishing software,

QuarkXPress. And Gill had become a
very rich man.

Following that fall’s passage of
Amendment 2 — the Colorado measure
that prohibited localities [rom passing
special gay-rights ordinances — Gill
got angry, feeling that (as he would
later put it) “the forces of evil are out
to destroy us.” So he began to put his
new wealth to work on behalf of a pro-
homosexual agenda.

Sponsorship and strings

In 1994, he formed the Gill Foundation,
investing huge amounts of his fortune
to seed gay-rights organizations in all
50 states. One, in particular, enjoyed
spectacular growth. The Gay, Lesbian
and Straight Education Network
(GLSEN) swelled from a group run
out of an apartment to the leading gay-
activist group in America’s schools.
And they give the credit to their early
chiefl funder.

“The gay community in its current
form could not exist without Tim,”
GLSEN Executive Director Kevin

Jennings told The Denver Post. “He

created the infrastructure ol national
organizations like mine, and also in out-
of-the-way-places where gay community
centers never existed before.”

By 2001, according to USA Teday, Gill
Foundation donations to homosexual-
rights organizations around the country
represented 20 percent of their annual
budgets. As of this year, the foundation

has made grants of well over $115
million, making Gill far and away
the leading funder of the homosexual
movement.

Beyond the vast sums of money, he
quickly put his creative entrepreneurship
to work.

For example, rather than simply
funding hundreds of gay-rights groups,
Gill launched training seminars around
the country to help the organizations
sharpen their message, hone their
efficiency and raise money more
effectively.

A leading gay-rights activist told
the Chronicle of Philanthropy why
Gill is unique as a donor. “If you look at
other people, the ‘superdonors’ in our
community, Timstandsout,”said retired
software executive David Ring, “because
he is going beyond funding particular
causes and organizations and helping
to create some of the infrastructure to
move the community forward.”

But Gill also used other creative —
some would say insidious — means to
advance the homosexual cause.

For example, he began giving large
grants Lo mainstream community
institutions such as symphonies,
libraries and colleges. He even gave
a $1 million gift to Ocean Journey,
a major Denver aquarium. But there
were strings. To receive the money,
each of the organizations had to have
a nondiscrimination policy toward
anyone who identifies as homosexual.
Further, they had to advertise that their
funding came from the Gay & Lesbian
Fund of Colorado, through plaques,
event programs, annual reports and
other means — all to help portray
homosexuality as mainstream.

Strategic politics

By 2000, Gill — though still largely
below the radar of society — was
clearly a hero to homosexual activists
throughout the nation. Yet it was then
he began telling others that the gay-
rights movement needed to start to go
on the offensive. “We have got to stop
playing the victim role,” he declared in
early 2000.
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